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In This Issue

From The Desk Of The Editor

I

t is indeed very difficult to continue with positive thinking over the recent
past. During the last couple of years the world is facing catastrofies one after
the other; first related to health then related to food and petroleum products
and now Unemployment and Economic issues. Nearer to our home, in India
we are also facing problems related to political unstability, unimaginable level of
corruption and natural calamities. Not withstanding all of these, intellegencia in
the country should rise at this juncture to guide the humanity to follow the path
of righteousness, which should be beyond caste, creed, religion and politics.
As well known to you, The Calcutta Journal of Global Affairs, the Flagship
publication of RESEARCH CENTER FOR EASTERN AND NORTHEASTERN REGIONAL STUDIES, Kolkata (CENERS-K) is an organization
which believes in original research. In view of the same The Calcutta Journal of
Global Affairs was launched online in October 2017, and is being patronized by
the environment. The Journal has three issues in a calendar year ie. ( Jan, May &
Sept). In addition to our in house research we are grateful to other researchers
who choose our Journal as a platform to publish their original research work.
Those who are new to CENERS-K and this Journal I will request them to
visit the websites of the Journal http://globaljouralceners.org/ and ceners-k.
com (Although they are under refurbishment, will provide some useful input).
In nutshell The Calcutta Journal of Global Affairs invites writers to submit
articles of the following three types:¾ Research Articles of between 5,000 and 10,000 words, exclusive of
footnotes. The footnotes should conform to The Chicago Manual of
Style, 16th edition.
¾ Comment & Analysis articles of 1,500 to 2,000 words. Footnotes are
not essential
¾ Book Reviews of 1,000 to 2,000 words. Footnotes are not essential.
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The Research Articles, Comment & Analysis essays, and Book Reviews should
focus on the following geographical areas, themes and topics, and should be of
interest to a wide readership:¾ India’s Northeast, and India’s role in world affairs, Southeast Asia, East
Asia ( Japan, the Koreas and Taiwan), China, the Indo-Pacific region,
and American (and other countries’) foreign policies towards the above
named countries and regions.
¾ Diplomacy, conduct of foreign policy, international relations, soft power
(use of film and the arts as tools of diplomacy), diplomatic history, war
and peace, defence issues, geo-strategy, peace studies, informal diplomacy and Track 2 diplomacy; revolution and counterrevolution; terrorism
and counterterrorism; colonialism and decolonisation; hegemony and
resistance; and issues of Identity and Belonging faced by the diasporic
communities. Authors may use theories of history, international relations, post colonialism, gender, and other theoretical approaches.
¾ Contemporary world affairs, and major events and policies of the 20th
Century that are still shaping the world today and are being revisited
in the light of new historical material that is declassified and becomes
available from time to time.
¾ Articles should have an original point and should offer new evidence or
a new interpretation. They should be written in excellent English, and
backed by relevant footnotes. Articles are reviewed by our Editor and
the Editorial Board, as well as by external reviewers. Please consult our
Guidelines for Authors for details on our house style for grammar
and citations, at the end of this issue.
¾ Along with your article, please submit photographs and other visual
material, along with permission from copyright holders to enable the
Journal to use them.
¾ Please send a copy of the article in MS Word as an e-mail attachment
to Maj Gen S N MUKHERJEE, VETERAN, EDITOR, The Calcutta Journal of Global Affairs at snmukherjee@ceners-k.com
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A word about the Articles in this issue are:Dr. Akshay Kumar Singh & Dr. Deepti Srivastava’s paper – “Instability
Festering in Central Asia: Probing the Interplay of Internal and External
Factors in Kazakhstan’s 2022 Unrest” , deals with unrest in the central
Asian Region over the years. The continuing pandemic and Russia’s Ukrain war
intensify the never-ending quandary of the region. Almost all states of the region
face similar issues to a varying degree but the recent mass unrest in Kazakhstan
is pointing towards the ensuing dynamics of mixing the internal and external
factors. Kazakhstan’s sudden descent into chaos is bound to leave a definite
impact on its political system hitherto balanced by the bipolar power centre and
the fast-changing regional security scenarios following Russia’s Ukraine attack.
Tashi Ongmu Bhutia & Dr. Taraknath Pramanik paper – “Comparative Study
Between North Eastern & Southern Senior Elite Women soccer Players
on Blood Lipid & Haemoglobin Constrictions” explains how Within the
multidimensional nature of soccer talent, recently there has been an increasing
interest in physiological characteristics. The purpose of the present study was
to understand the differences between north eastern and southern senior elite
women soccer players on blood lipid and haemoglobin constriction and provide
better comprehension of the researchers’ methodological move. The authors
concluded, there is developing acknowledgment of the requirement for more
perplexing factual investigations to anticipate future predominant execution in
light of proportions of current ability. New exploration tends to the need for
enormous scope concentrates on that utilize multidisciplinary test batteries to
survey youth competitors at various age bunches tentatively.
Dr. Pushpalata Kumari and Nishikant Tiwari’s paper – “Revisiting National
Security of India in the wake of Covid-19” Covid 19 has proved to be one
of most fatal pandemics having a wide range of social, economic, political and
security consequences. This paper at the outset advocates for a comprehensive
national security policy for India to address emerging traditional and non –
traditional security threats. A state cannot ensure its survival in the post-cold war
world just by adopting brute statist approach. Considering the emerging nontraditional security threats like climate change, energy insecurity, drug trafficking,
pandemics, cyber insecurity, space war etc, a holistic security approach is the need
of the hour.Covid also guide us as to how to combat pandemics, be it natural
or man made because impact and mitigation strategies would be almost similar.
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The paper argues that National Security Advisory Board (NSAB) should take
up the task to revisit its earlier draft National Security Policy as the cost of not
having a comprehensive Policy is very high.
Ms. Sheetal Pradhan’s paper –“Buddhist Diplomacy Amid Atheist
Communist Ideology: Rise Of Buddhism As a Cultural Capital In
Contemporary China” The author describes China’s leadership from 2002
onwards who have been emphasizing upon the need to “oppose hegemony” and
promote peaceful existence in a multipolar world. This foreign policy initiative was
undertaken by former Chinese Head of State, Hu Jintao and improvised upon by
the current Chinese Head of State, Xi Jinping. The transition in approach of the
last two preceding Communist regimes (2002-2012 and 2012-2022) in giving
shape to this newly envisioned ambitious foreign policy goal not only captures
the intelligent use of innovative tactical political devices but also underscores the
rise of ‘religion’ in general and ‘Buddhism’ in particular, as an emerging cultural
capital which China is investing in, with the earnest hope of drawing huge
political and economic dividends in the very new future. The research paper
here attempts to portray the intercommunication between religion, Buddhism in
particular, and politics under Communist State controlled measures in modern
and contemporary China, from moments of complete religious persecution to
occasions of limited religious patronage, and aims to outline the orchestrated
smart maneuvering by the Chinese leadership of Buddhist ideals, once considered
toxic under Marxist ideology to reap both political and economic profits in the
Asian sub-continent with long-standing global implications.
Dr. MD. Sameer Hussain’s paper India-China Strategic Rivalry in Ocean
inthe 21st Century The present paper examines the key strategic issues faced
by India in the Indian Ocean in the light of growing Sino-Indian rivalry. The
ongoing rivalry between India and China is no longer confined to only land
borders, but, rather, it has extended to maritime areas of interests to both. Both
sides as expected are competing in many areas including the maritime dominance
in the Indian Ocean. The 21st Century has witnessed a deep and wide strategic
rivalry between India and China over the control of the strategically located
Indian Ocean. The paper argues that the contest for regional influence in the Indian
Ocean has resulted in a strategic competition between them that makes the Indian
Ocean a contested space. The paper further argues that India enjoy by virtue of

its geo-strategic location enjoy considerable strategic disadvantages in the Indian
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Ocean as compared with China.
Dibyanjoly Hazarika’s paper – “British Tea Empire and Demolition of the
Wild: A Critical Assessment of the Joypur Rainforest in Upper Assam’s ”
The article argues that tea as the first modern economic venture in Assam proved
to be one of the main reasons behind the annihilation of the greater tropical
rainforest of Upper Assam known today as the Joypur rainforest. Covering
almost entirely the eastern portion of Assam, it constituted the backbone of an
embedded economy of the local Assamese people. But as the rainforest came
on the verge of near extinction, the foundation of that economy underwent an
upheaval as the biodiversity gene pool deteriorated drastically. British tea venture
in the region emerged also as one of the largest causes for alienation of land
resulting subsequently in massive reduction in cultivation, rise of land scarcity,
rise of the outside migrant traders, bonded native labourers etc . Thus, contrary
to the usual perception of tea as a symbol of development, the article poses it
as a reason for large scale transfer of native’s lands first to the British and then
to the migrants from mainland India causing relentless tensions between the
latter two groups both in pre and post independent eras. Moreover, the article
also highlights the fact that British tea venture was the genesis of the current
inter-state border clashes between Assam-Nagaland, Assam-Mizoramor and
Assam-Arunachal. The inner-line system that the British innovated for peaceful
tea plantation brought bloody strife to the region.
Anurag Mishra’s paper – Book Review - Isolationism: A History of
America’s Efforts to Shield Itself from the World the one reviewed
here,offers a balanced and scholarly study of the isolationist propulsions in
US foreign policy. The book starts with President George Washington’s 1796
farewell address recommending a distance from any foreign entanglements.
Kupchan argues that the idea of maintaining American independence served
the country well during its economic ascent. Kupchan connects the “isolationist
logic” to the notion of American exceptionalism and presents an allegory of
how the subjugation of Native Americans and territorial conquest during the
Mexican war was not expansionism but rather the accomplishment of America’s
“messianic mission.” Kupchan validly writes that isolationism has been the
dominant foreign policy position for the US barring a few breaks. Notably,
in the wake of the attacks on the US naval base in Pearl Harbor, America’s
extended adventures in foreign wars have had an unsettling and divisive effect
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on American society. Kupchan argues against a rollback of American presence
and instead recommends a “selective engagement and judicious retrenchment.”
He prefers a deliberate disengagement with strategic aims rather than an
aggressive withdrawal and calls strategic retrenchment unnecessary and
heedless. Kupchan traces his identity to the “Selective Engagement” school that
prefers a selective disengagement in the face of an excessive overreach. Kupchan
writes that President Trump was not the first to have done so.
Maj Gen P K Mallick’s Book review – “A Solder for Life – My Story”, This
is a story of experience of one of the most illustrious General Officers of Indian
Army of recent time: the experiences in the Assam Regiment, India-Pakistan
1971 War, Indian’s North East, Jammu & Kashmir and the India’s Tibet Border.
The author has written the book encompassing his life time experiences based on
44 years in uniform in a profession that he “enjoyed, loved and sometime found
extremely frustrating”.
The 396 page book is divided into six parts and 27 chapters.
Part I comprises 12 chapters and covers his early life till becoming a General
Officer..
Part II consists of chapters 13 to 18 covering Jammu & Kashmir, the Kargil War,
his tenure as the longest serving General Officer Commanding of 15 Corps and
his views on Kashmir. These chapters give a background to Jammu & Kashmir
so that the reader may understand the possible ways forward in resolving the
Jammu & Kashmir problem.
Part III has two chapters. Here the author covered the problems related to
China and tried to give his reasons as to why the dispute with China remains
unresolved. In Part IV issues plaguing India’s North East states have been
explained in great details.
Part V has one chapter which covers India’s foreign relations with her neighbours and what needs to be done to improve them.
Part VI has two chapters which cover the author’s perceptions and views on
certain action needed to resolve issues related to the Indian Army. Chapter
26 concerning issues that need to be attended to by India to make the Indian Army a more potent force should be studied seriously. He has narrated
some of his experiences as a veteran. As his wont, the author has made some
scathing observations and recommended remedial measures. His views on
ExServicemen Centra Health Scheme (ECHS), some recent incidents of
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not allowing veterans to lay wreath during Vijay Divas celebrations, veterans
not being tapped for various important issues, Officers Annual Confidential
Reports, selection of the Colonels of the Regiment, dealing with medical issues
etc. need to be taken seriously in correct perspective.
I sign off wishing all readers a very happy, healthy period ahead & Seassions Greatings.
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